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neighborhood as possible. Cook,2 Colcord,3 and others have
outlined so thoroughly the necessary facets of the community
which should be considered that it will suffice to mention here
only those aspects of home living which at times are over-
looked, but which have a direct influence on the child's life
and education. Pertinent help might be obtained by seeking
answers to such questions as: What general pattern of home
living prevails in the neighborhood? Do families eat all of
their meals at home? Do the mothers in the families remain
in the home or go to work—if to work, at what hours of the
day or night? Is recreation more apt to be centered in the
home or do the families scatter through the community for
their leisure activities? Who buys for the family? Do chil-
dren in the family earn money; like to earn; seek employment?
Are many children employed?
The questionnaire is a tool which, if simply constructed and
tactfully presented to the older children, may reveal data on
the family economic status and habits, and the personal-living
and social-civic activities and relations of the children. Ques-
tions about the part the child takes in daily routines of home
living and in social life outside the school may serve as a great
revelation to the teacher if she uses the data as a tool in her
guidance of him, avoiding too wide generalizations and taking
time to chat with each child informally about his out-of-
school and home activities.
Records are essential. Recorded information which is valu-
able as a foundation for guidance should be well rounded and
up-to-date; it also should be definite and concise. Worth-
while data might include general information about the
child's home and family, his special interests and previous ex-
periences, his reactions to specific situations occurring in
school and at home, and his personal adjustments and rela-
tions to other children and to adults. Records of creative
projects he has accomplished and of the way he works should
2	Lloyd Allen Cook, Community Backgrounds of Education, pp. 102-120.
3	Joanna C. Colcord, Your Community: Its Provision for Health, Education,
Safety, and Welfare, pp. 86-114; 148-155; 187-194.

